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PINE JOG ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
College of Education
6301 Summit Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33415-0991
tel: 561.686.6600 ext. 421
www.pinejog.fau.edu
chill38@fau.edu

Dear Parent/ Guardian,
FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, part of Florida Atlantic Universities’ College of Education,
understands the importance of high quality experiences that connect what happens in the classroom with
actual field experiences. By the nature of the academic intensity our children have chosen, we can predict
that they will indeed be the leaders, entrepreneurs and generators of products, services, and research data
designed to improve life. We also understand the need for our children to be social and share in experiences
that provide safe and healthy recreation. For this reason, we are pleased to announce that FAU Pine Jog
Environmental Education Center is offering a unique FAU residential research institute to students
graduating 9th grade, and 10th-12th grade students.
FAU Pine Jog is partnering with FAU Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, FAU Boca, Florida Center for
Environmental Studies, FAU Jupiter along with state and national organizations and agencies.
We are offering a two-week-long, residential program focusing on cultural exchange, research and field
studies being conducted in Florida ecosystems. The program is known as H2O to Go Global and is scheduled
to be offered July 22-August 5, 2017.
During the program, students will interact with peer friends, scientists and educators who are working in the
field of environmental research. They will gain a unique perspective of American culture, improve English
skills, learn about the research process, work with research scientists and develop an understanding of the
interconnectedness of South Florida water systems and environment. Students will enjoy learning in a
professional environment with peers that share the same dedication to education.
Please review the itinerary included in this packet to learn more about the wonderful opportunities available
through the H20 Global program. You are welcome to contact our international liaison team with any
questions at WeChat ID: FAUPineJog-H2OGlobal; or email at chill38@fau.edu
Thank you for your dedication to education and we look forward to meeting you all in the summer.
Sincerely,

Christopher A. Hill
Institute Coordinator
FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center
College of Education
Florida Atlantic University
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H20 to Go Global POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

Students will all depart from Shanghai Pudong International Airport on July 22, 2017 and return on August 5,
2017. All students will meet and be accompanied by an FAU adult representative for the entirety of the trip.
Details of flights and times will be made available on registration.
LOCATIONS OF STUDY

Students will be provided with the opportunity to visit and experience a number of well-known Florida
cultural and tourism cites, FAU locations and other academic institutes during the two-week long program.
Week One: Cultural Immersion,
 Palm Beach Zoo: The Palm Beach Zoo now houses over 700 animals from Florida, North, South and
Central America, Australia, and Madagascar. More than 314,000 people visit each year, and over
5,900 households maintain annual memberships. The Palm Beach Zoo remains fully accredited by
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). http://www.palmbeachzoo.org/
 Ahtahthikee Museum & Billy Swamp Safari: Introduction to the Native American culture and
history. http://www.ahtahthiki.com/ & http://www.billieswamp.com/
 Disneyland Orlando: Exploration of Magic Kingdom
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/destinations/magic-kingdom/
 Miami: Exploration of downtown Miami, the world-known South Beach, Fairchild Botanical Garden
and other historical tourism sites. http://visitsouthbeachonline.com/ &
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/
 Sawgrass Mall: One of the largest outlet and value retail shopping destination in the United States
and contains 350 stores. http://www.simon.com/mall/sawgrass-mills
 Palm Beach Island：The island of Palm Beach is home to legendary resorts, exquisite mansions and
historic landmark. http://townofpalmbeach.com/ & https://www.fourarts.org/
Week Two: Environmental Research
 Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton: Exploration of the main campus of Florida Atlantic
University and participate in the Challenge Course Activity.www.fau.edu
 FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center: FAU Pine Jog Environmental Educator Center is one
of the oldest EE centers in the U.S. Pine Jog is dedicated to developing, researching, and
disseminating educational programs and services that cultivate environmentally literate and
engaged citizens. http://www.pinejog.fau.edu/
 Florida Atlantic University Jupiter: Students will be housed in residential halls at the John D/
Macarthur Camus at Jupiter throughout their weeklong program. The program utilizes the space and
facilities for learning and provides opportunities to interact with FAU professional on campus.
http://www.fau.edu/jupiter/
 Loggerhead Marinelife Center: One of Florida’s most unique non-profit cultural destinations focused
on ocean and sea turtle conservation. https://www.marinelife.org/
 Grassy Waters Nature Preserve: Exploration of a 23 square mile wetlands ecosystem.
http://wpb.org/Departments/Grassy-Waters-Preserve/Grassy-Waters-Preserve-Home
 Florida Center for Environmental Studies (CES)/ Florida Atlantic University Riverwoods Field
Laboratory: Students will be immersed in wetland ecology, learning about the Kissimmee River
restoration project and native flora and fauna. http://www.ces.fau.edu/
 Arthur R Marshall Loxahatchee Wildlife Refuge Students will compare and contrast the aquatic
environments while continuing further data collection during a boating experience. This will further
develop participant understanding of the delicate ecosystem in the heart of Florida.
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/arm_loxahatchee/
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FAU Harbor Branch: Students will interact with Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute research
scientists and engineers who are working on coastal ecosystem health research, sea-life,
aquaculture, and most recently the production of electricity utilizing electric generators powered by
movement of ocean currents. http://www.fau.edu/hboi/

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The FAU Pine Jog Summer Institute endeavors in every respect to provide a supervised and safe learning
experience. However, it must be realized that a portion of the responsibility for this task also lies with the
student. Minor injuries and ailments are treated by first aid certified team members. Rapid availability of
more sophisticated medical care is necessarily limited. For this reason we strongly encourage parents to
consider any special health problems or needs of their student in determining the appropriateness of
enrollment in our program. The potential for injury or accidents can be greatly reduced by the cooperative
efforts of the staff, parents and the students themselves. Should emergency hospitalization be required,
arrangements will be made at the nearest medical facility and parents will be notified as soon as possible.
MEALS

Three meals and snacks are provided each day and served cafeteria style. All staff and students eat meals at
the same time. Our philosophy is to provide nutritious foods that are both satisfying and in sufficient
quantity to sustain students for an active day. To accommodate for days of study in the field, a packed lunch
will be prepared by FAU Food Service. Any student with specific dietary requirements should make note of
this on the application form.
TRANSPORTATION:

Parents are responsible for transportation to and from the Shanghai Pudong International Airport. Students
will be transported in FAU approved bus and van transportation with qualified driving personnel for all
activities.
ACCOMMODATION:

Students sleep in age and gender appropriate air conditioned accommodations. FAU staff is located within
the accommodation buildings for supervision and in case of emergencies during the overnight stays. FAU
staff are on call throughout the night in halls of residence with 24 hour security and video surveillance and all
students will be issues with security card key for building and bedroom access.

ATTIRE

Ensure the outfits brought to the institute are appropriate and practical for comfort when conducting
activities in a variety of Florida ecosystems. Please refer to the institute supply list for further information.
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SPENDING MONEY

Students are responsible for any shopping or other personal expenses. Students may bring some cash with
them. Chinese Credit cards work at most stores in the U.S, and students may retrieve cash at ATMs with
most Chinese Debit cards.
TELEPHONES

Parents will be called for the following reasons:
 Student was injured and we feel he/she needs to visit the emergency room
 If the student is running a fever over 102 or vomiting for more than a day
 If the student is having an unusual reaction to insect bite, foods, or other allergy not recorded on the
health sheet
 If the student is experiencing a persistent feeling of homesickness
 If the student has a severe or usual reaction, illness or injury
 If the student is not able to follow our CODE OF CONDUCT that is included in this packet
 Students will be permitted to use cell phones at designated breaks in programming.
WEATHER

The weather is usually about 28-33 °C humid with short bursts of rain in the afternoons. Shorts are
appropriate for outside activities. Long sleeves are required also since it might be cold in the A/C room
during lectures. Refer refer to the suggest packing list for more details.

REGISTRATION
To complete registration please email the application package to chill38@fau.edu . To download application
forms, please visit: http://www.pinejog.fau.edu/ . Payment is required on acceptance into the program.
Fee payment can be made at https://epay.fau.edu/C20081_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=20 .
PAYMENT AND REFUND POLICY

A fee payment must be made once acceptance notification has been received. Payment is required through
online payment and must be received by May 5, 2017. Please select the H2O to Go Global Icon located on
the website address below, and enter the fee ($3100) to be paid for the course.
VISIT THIS WEBSITE TO PAY

https://epay.fau.edu/C20081_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=20
PARTIAL refunds are issued should inclement weather such as a hurricane, force programming to cancel.
Also if your student becomes ill and it is less than 20 days prior to your scheduled session, a partial refund
will be considered. Students that are no shows at Shanghai Pudong International Airport on departure day
July 22, 2017 will not receive a refund.
Refunds are not available when students are dismissed from the program due to disciplinary issues.
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FAU H2O to Go Global! Student Packing List
Pack clothes for two outfits per day for 7 days. FREE LAUNDRY facilities are available at student accommodation.

Clothing*
Shorts (3-4 Pairs)
Short Sleeve Shirts (5-6)
Long Pants (2-3)
Long Sleeve Shirts(1-2)
Rain Jacket
Water Shoe
Socks
Sneakers (2-3 Pairs)
Underwear
Sweater

Accessories
Prescription Contacts or Glasses
Sunglasses
Flashlight

Notes:

Laptop/Tablets/Phone
Camera
Power chargers
Reusable water bottle
Backpack
Sunhat

Toiletries
Hand Towel
Two Large Towels
Insect Repellant
SPF Sunscreen and Lip Balm
Toothbrush and Toothpaste
Shampoo/Conditioner/Soap

Optional
Swimsuit
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
My child does not speak English, will he/she be able to participate?
Yes. The way in which the format of the program has been designed is such that interpreters are available to work with
small groups of students during their experience.
How much is registration?
The Institute program fee is $3100 per session. Payment of the fee guarantees a place in a session. Payment should be
made at https://epay.fau.edu/C20081_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=20. Payment must be made to the H20
option and be paid by credit/debit card AFTER ACCEPTANCE into the program.
Why do we have to provide so much personal medical information about my child?
This information is required to ensure that your child has a safe, healthy experience during the program.
Does my child need any other funds during their week away?
Yes, students will be responsible for any personal shopping and food items that they wish to purchase. FAU will cover
the lodging, transportation and meals and some snacks throughout the two week long program.
Will my child be safe and comfortable in the accommodations?
Accommodations are provided through FAU Campus and as such are required to have the safety and comfort of
students in mind. Campus security and FAU Police are available and assigned FAU staff are on duty 24/7. Entrances and
exits to accommodation require security key cards and are under 24 hour surveillance
How many students are there per room/unit?
One student per bedroom. Each unit has 4 bedrooms sharing a common area, one bathroom and one shower room.
What do you do during bad weather?
The program is designed to work around weather, typical of the summer months here in Florida. We keep our students
inside during any poor conditions. We also monitor local radar for any oncoming weather that could pose a threat to
programming and students.
What do you do about insects, mosquitoes and alligators?
Students are instructed to send/bring non-aerosol forms of insect repellant. All areas under study are monitored by FAU
staff for local wildlife.
How many students will be a group?
Up to 18 students will be in each group with at ration of 1:8 for sessions. This does not include the interpreters that will
also be present throughout.
Who will be responsible for my child’s medicine?
A designated FAU staff member will be responsible for medications which will be stored in a locked, separate room.
Can I pay registration by credit card?
Yes – Please go to https://epay.fau.edu/C20081_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=20
Can I pay with bank transfer?
No, we only accept payment with Credit card.
Do I pay in U.S dollars or RMB?
You can only pay in U.S dollars on the link provided above with a credit card.
Can I make a down payment to reserve a spot for my child?
No, the full program fee must be received once the application has been submitted and accepted.
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Can friends be in the same housing unit?
Accommodations will be age and gender appropriate, due to the number of students in the program. If your child
wishes to be with another student, within the same unit, please contact Christopher Hill at chill38@fau.edu
Can my child call home or can I call my child?
Students will be permitted to use cell phones at the appropriate times, outside of sessions during their stay.
Can I come and visit my child during the Institute?
Your child will be participating in a full time residential program and we do not recommend visiting them during their
program.
If my child cannot attend camp, may I get a refund?
PARTIAL refunds are issued should inclement weather such as a hurricane, force programming to cancel. Also if your
student becomes ill and it is less than 20 days prior to your scheduled session, a partial refund will be considered.
Students that are no shows at Shanghai Pudong International Airport on departure day July 8,, 2017 will not receive a
refund.
If my child is sent home due to illness, homesickness or disciplinary reasons, can I get a refund?
Partial refunds may be given due to illness or injury and are decided on a case by case basis. Refunds are not given
when children are sent home for homesickness or disciplinary reasons.
If I have more than one child attending, do I get a discount?
Due to the subsidized nature of fees, there are no discounts for more than one child attending.
What if my child cannot understand the lectures?
Chinese translators will be available throughout the program to ensure that students understand the program content.
EMERGENCY CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
If you require to speak to an FAU staff member regarding your child during the program, please contact Christopher
Hill, FAU Pine Jog Institute Coordinator, 561-755-0511. If you cannot reach either Christopher, please contact the FAU
Pine Jog Campus at 561-686-6600
FURTHER INFORMATION

If you have additional questions, please contact Christopher Hill, FAU Pine Jog Institute Coordinator at
chill38@fau.edu or WeChat ID: FAUPineJog-H2OGlobal;
WeChat QR Code:
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